
Annual Report 2018

Read to a Child is a national literacy and mentoring non-profit that fosters a love of reading,  
improves literacy skills, and empowers underserved children by inspiring adults to read aloud to them regularly.  

The organization envisions a future in which all children will be read to by a caring adult, improving  
their chance for success in school, work, and life.



Yet again, our prior fiscal year was the most successful for Read to a Child! Thank you 
for your support!

In FY 2018, we enrolled more under-served students in the Lunchtime Reading 
Program than ever before! A record high 1,432 students were mentored by 1,833 
volunteers!

2018 was also a year in which our program evaluation results were the best in Read 
to a Child’s history. 100% of participating students showed improvement in one of 
ten of the following areas: vocabulary; listening comprehension; ability to articulate 
thoughts; critical thinking; self-confidence; exposure to new ideas, knowledge and 
places; enthusiasm for books and reading; reading by choice; interest in reading 
instruction; and overall reading ability! Even more incredibly, 81% of students showed 
improvement in ALL 10 of these categories!

In FY 2018, more than 60 board members volunteered their time and energy on both 
our national and regional boards. We also received financial support from more than 
125 corporations and 1,150 individual/foundation donors, the latter increasing by 
an amazing 15%. We continue to be grateful and humbled by the investment of time, 
money, and expertise from all of our stakeholders!

In this annual report, we are pleased to provide a special highlight to our most 
generous donors. The Caldecott Circle celebrates individual donors who contributed 
$10,000 or more during the fiscal year. The Seuss Circle recognizes individual donors 
who contributed $1,000 or more. In 2018, we saw an over 20% increase in Seuss 
Circle members! Major corporate and foundation donors are also highlighted at 
various Giving Levels. Please see the donor pages in this report for more information, 
recognition, and our heartfelt thanks! 

We are grateful that your generosity helps us to address the fact that 80% of low-
income children in the United States do not read proficiently by 4th grade and, of 
these struggling young readers, more than 25% will not graduate from high school!*** 

We thank you for your continued support as we strive to reverse these alarming 
statistics and provide more opportunities for success in school and in life to under-
served students across the country. 

Dear Read 
to a Child 
Supporters

Paul Lamoureux (CEO)Mark Tarini (Board Chair) 

***Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2013 Report ‘Early Warning Confirmed.’

Staff Leadership
Paul Lamoureux*
Chief Executive Officer

Margaret Carr* 
National Vice President,  
Development

Kaela Vronsky* 
Vice President,  
Program Management

Beth Putnam*
Director of Finance and  
Operations

Kristen Baxter**
Greater Boston Director,  
Development

Linda Winin* 
Greater Boston Director, Program 

Gina Broadbent* 
Greater Hartford Director 

Alex Fey*
Greater Los Angeles Director

Ky Lindberg* 
Metro Detroit Director

   * Current Volunteer Reader
 ** Past Volunteer Reader



Boston Mayor Marty Walsh read to third graders 
in Boston.

Geanna Culbertson, author and volunteer, at 
Read to a Child event at Dodgers Stadium.

Boston Marathon survivor and author 
Jessica Kensky and her dog, Rescue, read to 
Lunchtime Reading Program students at the 
Kennedy School in Somerville, MA.

New England Patriot’s magician, John Duke 
Logan, performing at the Annual Gala.

Dodgers Ross Stripling read to Lunchtime Reading 
Program students at Tenth Street Elementary 
School in Los Angeles.

YOU
HELPED

US GROW

132
more volunteers 

104
more students 

7%
more revenue

78
Caldecott and  

Seuss Circle Members

26
new corporate 
partnerships

*

* excludes donated items

2018 Highlights
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1,833  

volunteers
1,432  

students
31  

schools

PROGRAM NUMBERS 
(2017– 2018 SCHOOL YEAR) 99% 

of volunteers 

would recommend  
the program to  
friends/coworkers

96% 
of volunteers 

feel good about working 
for a company that offers 
opportunities such  
as lunchtime reading.

99% 
of volunteers 

agree that the Lunchtime 
Reading Program is an 
enjoyable and rewarding 
experience

81% 
of students improved 
in ALL TEN

5 
REGIONS

100% 
of students improved in AT LEAST ONE of the success factors measured:

 1. Enthusiasm for books and reading 
 2. Reading by choice
 3. Self-Confidence 
 4. Ability to articulate thoughts
 5. Vocabulary
 6. Critical thinking
 7. Reading ability
 8. Interest in reading instruction
 9. Listening comprehension
 10. Exposure to new ideas, knowledge, 
  people and places 

Greater 
Hartford

Metro  
Detroit

Greater  
Boston

Greater
Los Angeles Greater 

Miami



Regional Events and Happenings

The work of Greater Hartford Read to a Child was 
highlighted through awards and publicity this year.  
Board Chairman, Richard Wasserman, was honored as 
Volunteer of the Month by the Hartford Mayor’s Office. 
FOX 61-TV recognized our Hartford Region during its 
morning Coffee Cup Salute segment, profiling the work  
of local nonprofits. Thank you to Rich for his leadership  
of our dedicated Board of Advisors and to FOX 61 for 
helping to spread the word! 

We continue to be extremely thankful for our partnership 
with Travelers. This year, more employees joined the 
Hartford Read to a Child Lunchtime Reading Program; 
helping more kids in need, love to read! 

In March, National Reading Month, our students were 
treated to a read-aloud by the “Cat in the Hat”, each 
receiving a Dr. Seuss book. Our supporters joined together 
in June at Hartford’s Mark Twain House to raise funds 
for our Lunchtime Reading Program; enjoying a silent 
auction, entertainment, and museum tours while sharing 
their common commitment to literacy.

Greater Hartford

The Greater Boston Read to a Child program continued 
to grow this year with the addition of twelve new 
partners. This allowed for more students to receive 
one-on-one read aloud sessions in their schools during 
lunchtime. 

Long-time volunteer, Doreen Lopes-Smith, received  
the Cambridge (MA) Community Commitment Award as 
an Outstanding Corporate Volunteer during a ceremony 
in June. Doreen has been a volunteer with Read to a 
Child for nine years, recruited countless volunteers from 
her employer, MIT, and inspired many children.

This year’s annual gala fundraiser was one of our most 
successful with proceeds near $200,000! Thank  
you to our amazing attendees for their support of the  
‘An Evening at Gatsby’ event!

Greater Boston
From 2017 to 2018, Read to a Child’s Greater Miami 
region was able to grow in three important areas: 
revenue, regional board, and most importantly 
students served. New friends and partners have 
brought greater visibility and reach in Greater Miami.  

Page by Page, a local non-profit dedicated to 
distributing books to children in need, partnered with 
us to donate over 300 books for our Miami schools 
book carts. Thank you for this partnership! 

Rise and Soulshine by Priti Yoga sponsored a special 
yoga class in Downtown Miami to support Read to  
a Child. Thank you to all of the yogis who came out  
to practice!

Our annual event was held at Books and Books, Coral 
Gables, where guests enjoyed a casual evening in the 
unique surroundings of a beautiful bookstore. Thank 
you to our supporters and Books and Books for making 
this evening a great success!

Greater Miami 



Greater Los Angeles Read to a Child hit a home run 
with their annual event held at the Los Angeles Dodgers 
Stadium this year. Guests enjoyed unobstructed views 
of Dodger Stadium as they enjoyed a great variety  
of silent auction items and met some of our Read to  
a Child students. 

Soul Cycle Los Angeles sponsored a special event where 
riders were invited to donate to Read to a Child as they 
participated in a special class. Thank you to the riders 
who came out to ride to Help Kids in Need, Love to Read! 

One of Read to a Child's Los Angeles partners, Boston 
Consulting Group Digital Ventures (BCGDV), had a 
fun day in August as they filled backpacks with school 
supplies for the students in our LA schools. Thank you to 
BCGDV for this special event and ongoing partnership! 

Students in all six Los Angeles school sites were treated 
to visits by children’s book authors. The authors read 
their books aloud and also shared their inspiration for 
writing their books. Students learned how a book goes 
from an idea to becoming published. In some cases, the 
authors also shared their original art illustrations used  
in their books.

Greater Los Angeles 

The Metro Detroit Region of Read to a Child continues 
to expand its Board of Advisors with the addition of new 
members. Support was raised through participation in 
the Quicken Loans Charity Challenge, the annual gala 
held at The Garden Theatre, and the Annual Motor City 
Read-a-thon. A special appreciation goes to Quicken 
Loans and Chemical Bank for their generous increase in 
annual support this year. 

The Detroit Metro Region welcomed back DTE and 
Flagstar employees as reading mentors. We welcomed 
new corporate partners Bank of America, Utica 
Enterprises, PNC, Microsoft, Thompson Reuters and 
Strategic Community Partners (formerly Hampton 
Consulting).

In September, Read to a Child Metro Detroit was chosen 
as one of two non-profit organizations to receive the 
proceeds from the Comerica Park Perks Celebration. 
Thank you, Comerica Bank!

Metro Detroit

Regional Events and Happenings



Financials  for the fiscal years ending 9/30/18 and 9/30/17

Support and Revenue  FY18 FY17
 Contributions $487,328 $468,911 
 Grant Income - Unrestricted   316,403   326,287 
 Grant Income - Temporarily Restricted   134,417     80,558 
 Special Events Income, Net  306,112    283,294
 In-kind Contributions   107,660   127,519
 Other Revenue            736          648 

Total Support and Revenue $1,352,656 $1,287,217
  
Expenses  
 Program Services $958,871   $955,835
 Management and General   166,007    152,598 
 Fundraising    218,214    217,201

Total Expenses $1,343,092  $1,325,634  

Increase in Net Assets $9,564 ($38,417)

Assets  9/30/18 9/30/17
 Cash and Cash Equivalents $580,901  $578,553
 Other Current Assets   42,295     58,703 
 Property and Equipment, Net          —     3,930

Total Assets $623,196  $641,186

Liabilities and Net Assets
 Deferred Income $45,000  $73,250
 Other Current Liabilities  60,512   49,816
 Unrestricted Net Assets  393,267  435,099
 Temporarily Restricted Net Assets  134,417   83,021

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $633,196 $641,186

17%
Fundraising

12%
Management 
and General

71%
Program Services

FY18 Expenses**  

(excluding in-kind of $108K or 8% of total expenses)

FY18 Support and Revenue*

* Read to a Child benefits from 
donated (in-kind) office space 
in three locations. Thank you 
John Hancock, Douglas Emmett 
Management, LLC & Sachse 
Construction!

** In addition to the 71% of 
expenses that directly support our 
Programs, thank you to the more 
than 1,800 volunteer reading 
mentors who donated their time 
to Read to a Child’s Lunchtime 
Reading Program in FY18. 
Fundraising % has increased 
since FY16’s 13% due a planned 
investment in the Development 
function to fuel future and long-
term growth.

8%
In-kind  

Contributions

36%
Contributions — 
Corporate  
and Individuals

23%
Grant Income —

Unrestricted

10%
Grant Income — 

 Temporarily 
Restricted

23%
Special Events 
Income, Net
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Board  
of Directors 
10/1/17– 9/30/18

National
Mark Tarini* – Chair
Partner and Head,  
Portfolio Management
ArcLight Capital Partners

Peter Necheles* – Treasurer
Senior Vice President,  
General Counsel
Agero

Julie Solomon – Secretary 
Vice President,  
Deputy General Counsel
Pitney Bowes

Brett Barfield
Partner
Holland & Knight

Ruth Bramson**
Retired Chief Executive Officer
Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts

David Brewer
President & CEO
The Brewer Leadership Group, LLC

Desiree Ivey
Executive Director of  
Teacher Training
Shady Hill School

Paul Lamoureux*
Chief Executive Officer
Read to a Child

Board  
of Advisors 
10/1/17– 9/30/18 

Greater Boston
Jason DeMarzo** – Chair 
New York Life

Russell Antonevich
Ernst & Young

Katharine Beattie
Mintz Levin

Gavin Danaher*
ArcLight Capital Partners

Dorree Gurdak
Weber Shandwick

Keith Masterson
State Street

Phil Messina*
ArcLight Capital Partners

   * Current Volunteer Reader
 ** Past Volunteer Reader

Mark J. Minichiello*
Acadian Asset Management LLC

Doug Nelson*
Agero

Nancy Puleo*
Arent Fox Lund LLP

Jennifer Roffi**
Cabot Corporation

Jeff Stone
Retired CEO

Vicki Newberry-Sullivan*
BNY Mellon

Mark Tarini*
ArcLight Capital Partners

Robyn Tice*
Eaton Vance

Metro Detroit
Dave Walker* – Chair
Level One Bank

Kristin Schleicher – Vice Chair
Ernst & Young

Garyn Davis
GM Financial

Victoria DeKany**
Merrill Lynch

Eric Denlinger
Ford Motor Company

Chanel Hampton
Strategic Community Partners

Angela Diggs Jackson**
Detroit Housing Commission

Kimberly Stover
McKinsey & Company

Sean Johnson*
Microsoft

Sequia Peterson
UAW Retiree Medical Benefits Trust

Michele Thompson*
Thomson Reuters

Greater Hartford
Richard J. Wasserman* – Chair
Day Pitney LLP

Holly Lerose* – Vice Chair
Travelers

Gregory Boyd**
Protiviti

Andrea Ezerins*
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection  
and Insurance Company

Christine Ford*
McKesson

Ellen Stoltz
Improve Your Schools

David Urbanik*
Halloran Sage

Marilyn T. West*
Travelers

Greater Los Angeles
Eva Davis* – Chair
Winston & Strawn LLP

Greg Barnes** – Vice Chair
Lockton Companies

Chris Burt**
Capital Group

David Cormack*
Ernst & Young

Luke Guerra*
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Joanna Hu
PwC

Genevieve Kelly**
Petco

Adrienne Plescia Lynch*
Alston & Bird

Ann Ruane*
Citi Private Bank

John Sigmon**
Capital Group

Ellen Yang**
Penske Motor Group LLC

Paula Carbone – Advisor
USC

Steve Stiglitz – Advisor
Freedman & Taitleman LLP

Bob Werle – Advisor
CW Real Estate Partners LLC

Greater Miami
Jane Marie Russell** – Chair
Univision

Debbie Platt* – Vice Chair
Assurant

Heather Woods* – Secretary
Liebler, Gonzalez, & Portuondo

Melodie Arian*
US District Court

Adam Cervera*
Becker

Ivette Gomez*
Assurant

Ian Ross**
Greenberg Traurig

Jason Sternberg**
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Benjamin Tyler*
Holland & Knight
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Donors FY18 for the fiscal year ending 9/30/18

$50,000+ 
ArcLight Capital Partners*
The TJX Companies, Inc.*
Travelers Foundation*
Pitney Bowes

$49,999–$25,000 
Agero*
Assurant*
BNY Mellon*
Cabot Corporation*
Eaton Vance*

$24,999–$10,000 
Acadian Asset Management LLC*
BJ's*
Bloomberg Philanthropies* 
Capital Group  

Charitable Foundation*
Chemical Bank
Comerica Bank*
Dell EMC*
Eastern Bank*
Ernst & Young LLP*
Holland & Knight*
Integrity Services
Liberty Mutual*
Lockton
MassMutual*
Middlesex Savings Bank
New York Life*
New York Post
Quicken Loans*
Wayfair*

$9,999–$5,000 
AEG*
Alston & Bird LLP*
Blue Hills Bank*
Boston Scientific*
CohnReznick Foundation*
Dassault Systemes*
Delaware Life*
DTE Energy*
Kirkland & Ellis LLP*
Mattel Children's Foundation*
MilliporeSigma*
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,  

Glovsky & Popeo
PNC Foundation

CORPORATE DONORS

* Provides Volunteer Readers

Posternak Blankstein & Lund LLP*
RSM*
Sun Life Financial*
The Children's Trust
Utica Enterprises Inc.
Winston & Strawn*

$4,999–$2,500 
Bank of America*
Baystate Financial*
Biogen*
Bose Corporation*
Boston Bruins Foundation
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Boston Heart Diagnostics*
Charles River Associates*
CitiBank
CommCreative
Commonwealth Financial Network
DDJ Capital Management LLC*
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection 

and Insurance Co.*
KLDiscovery
Level One Bank*
Massachusetts Medical Society*
Partners Healthcare*
Protiviti Inc.
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
St. Mary's Credit Union*
The Predictive Index
Tufts Health Plan*
Veritext

$2,499–$1,000 
Anderson Robbins Research*
BHR Group at Morgan Stanley
Blackbaud*
Bob's Discount Furniture
EverQuote
Greenberg Traurig*
Health Advances*
Improve Your Schools
Jabs Gym
Longo Toyota
McKesson*
MIT Community Service Fund*
Mitchell Auto Group
Oakland University*
RMR Group*
Simsbury Bank
Stanley Black & Decker
State Street*
The Hartford Financial  

Services Group
The Lenox Hotel
Weber Shandwick

FOUNDATION DONORS
$24,999–$10,000 
The Mabel A. Horne Fund
The Kirk Foundation
William E. Schrafft & Bertha E. 

Schrafft Charitable Trust

$9,999–$5,000
Dornam Foundation
Ellen Abbott Gilman Trust
J. Walton Bissell Foundation
Mutual One Charitable Foundation
Red Auerbach Foundation Inc.
William P. Anderson Foundation

CORPORATE DONORS (Continued)
$4,999–$2,500
Henry E. Niles Foundation, Inc.
Kinder Morgan Foundation
Marlborough Brigham Family Trust
People’s United Community 

Foundation
PLUS Foundation
The Winnick Family Foundation

$2,499–$1,000
Berman Family Foundation
Brown Rudnick Charitable 

Foundation
Christopher Catanese Children’s 

Foundation
Doe Family Foundation
Fanny & Svante Knistrom 

Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public 

Giving

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Caldecott Circle
$50,000+ 
Dan Revers

Caldecott Circle
$49,999–$25,000 
Mark and Jeri Tarini*†

Caldecott Circle
$24,999–$10,000 
Gregory Barnes†

Seuss Circle
$9,999–$5,000
Dave and Michelle Cormack*†
David and Kristina Daglio
Philip Messina †
Mark and Erin Minichiello*†
Billy and Kimberly Hewlett
David and Mary Whittemore*

Seuss Circle
$4,999–$2,500
Russell V. Antonevich Jr.†
Gina Bailey
Daniel Beaulne
Eva Davis*†
Abby and Jason DeMarzo†
Donald Kirkendall
Gregory Kornbluh*
Mark Low
Kent and Kristen Lucken
Mish Michaels
Nancy Puleo*†

Larry Shulman
Candy and Jeff Stone†
Cindy and Richard Wasserman*†

Seuss Circle
$2,499–$1,000
Peter Arden
Kate and Michael Beattie†
Ruth and Shelly Bramson†
David Brewer†
Gina and Jeff Broadbent*
Ted Burke
Chris Burt†
Jonathan Chadbourne
Gregg Congleton
Katherine and Kevin Conway*
Kevin Crosby
Neil Danaher
Gavin and Kristen Danaher*†
Rick Filosa
Antreas Ghazarossian
Stuart Gitlitz*†
Luke Guerra*†
Dorree Gurdak†
Chanel Hampton†
John and Mary Heveran
Christa Iacono*
Desiree Ivey†
Genevieve Kelly†
Angie and Steve Knightly
Lauren and Paul Lamoureux*†
Brian and Holly Lerose*†
Warren Lilien
Susan Low*
Adriene Lynch*†
The Magid Family
Joseph Malloure
Raj Marphatia
Keith Masterson†
Peter Necheles and Marlissa 

Briggett*†
Doug Nelson*†
Vicki Newberry Sullivan*†
Luke Nowacki
Chuck O’Connor
Beth and Dean Putnam*
Dennis Rosenfeld
Phil Roshak
Lillian Santangelo*
Thomas Sorbo
Bob Spear*
Michael Speicher
Matthew Steele
Marnie and Steve Stiglitz†
Kimberly Stover†
Thomas Teich*

*Volunteer Reader
†Volunteer Board Member9 Read to a Child Annual Report 2018



INDIVIDUAL DONORS (Continued)

*Volunteer Reader
†Volunteer Board Member

Fran and Robert Trevisani*
David and Elizabeth Walker*†
Carter Ward
Michael Weil
Eric Wetlaufer
Ellen Yang†
 
$999–$500
Derek Allen
Josef Alves
Brett Barfield†
Dan Blugerman
Greg Bobrow
Brendan Bradley
Roberta Bragan
Susan Burns*
Ellen and Richard Cartun
Tiffany Cayarga*
Richard Cooper*
Lori and Peter Cote*
Steven Crabtree
John Cullon
James DAquila
Eric Denlinger†
Robert Diehl, Jr.
Tim and Julie DiNicola*
Alayne Donka-Davidson
Brian Duncan
Jake Erhard
Tim Evans
George Evans
Andrea Ezerins*†

Jennifer Ferrera
Christine Ford*†
Brent Forester and Kim Lewis
Churchill Franklin
John Freese
Elizabeth Gagne
Bryan Gartenberg
Chuck Gordon
James Gordon
Aaron Graves
Andrew Heppel
Sean Johnson*†
Michael Kelliher
Joan and Richard Lawson
Carrie Leahy
Matt MacDonald
William McVicar
Jay Paul McWilliams
Michael and Therese Miles*
Robin Nourmand
Sequia Peterson†
Patricia Plescia
Bette Pounders
Devon Powell
Melissa Repert
James Richardson
Reese Rickards
Ian Ross†
Ann Ruane*†
Mark Segel
John Sigmon†
Josh Skudlarick

Jeff Sommers
Sharon Spilkin
Kristin Stadelmann
Lucius Taylor
Bruce and Marianne Thompson
Michele Thompson*†
Robyn Tice*†
Benjamin Tyler*†
David Urbanik†
Robert Wilson*
Blake Winburne
Jaimee Witten

MAJOR 
IN-KIND DONORS
Bank of America 
Bedrock Management
Blaze Pizza
Boston Bruins 
Cape Air
Christopher Cuozzo
CTP
Dennis Putala 
Derek Lisinski
DigiNovations
Douglas Emmett Management, LLC
Equinox
Greg Maganzini
Jack Design
John Hancock
Michael Brook Photography
Ned Farrell
Nocking Point Wines
Ralina Shaw Public Relations
Robert Castagna Photography
Sachse Construction
The Bees Knees
Walt Disney Company
Warner Brothers  

Consumer Products

We do our best to list all corporate,  
foundation, individual and in-kind  
donors accurately. If you are not  
listed correctly, please let us know  
so we may amend any errors for  
the future.
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www.readtoachild.org 


