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“The students had something to  
look forward to each week.  
It was something positive that they 
enjoyed—time just for them,  
a little extra attention.”
read to a child teacher



When you were a child, who read to you?
Was it a parent, a grandparent, a special teacher or maybe a babysitter? Perhaps 
you have warm memories of the best place to read, or your favorite children's book. 
Maybe you remember the first time you were able to read along.

Not all children are as lucky: nationwide 83% of 4th graders from low-income 
families are not proficient in reading. Yet there is a simple but powerful way to take 
action to address this tremendous disparity among children: Reading to a child is 
the single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual 
success in reading—and consequently, in life.

Read to a Child is working passionately towards our vision that one day, every child 
will have a caring adult reading regularly to him/her, increasing children’s chances 
to live healthy, productive lives. Our flagship lunchtime reading program matches 
business professionals with children, one-on-one, for a rewarding, read aloud 
experience weekly during lunchtime at underserved elementary schools. 

Read to a Child’s accomplishments in the 2012–13 school year included:

• About 35,000 hours of individualized reading sessions in Boston, Detroit, 
Hartford, Los Angeles, and Miami

• More than 88% of first-year students improved in one or more of  
these areas: vocabulary, listening comprehension, ability to articulate 
thoughts, self-confidence, enthusiasm for books and reading, and  
overall reading ability

• Engaged 1,400 weekly reading volunteers in our lunchtime reading program 

44 million adults in the U.S. can't read well enough to read a simple story to a child.  

Our volunteer reading mentors give their student partners the time, confidence, and 
tools to reverse the cycle of illiteracy.

On behalf of our entire Board of Directors and dedicated staff, thank you for sharing 
our passion for changing the future for our nation’s children—one book at a time. 
We invite you to become even more involved in the years to come.

Sincerely,

	

Dear 
Friend of  
Read  
to a Child

Olivia Mathews (CEO)Chris Thomas (Board Chair) 
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Boston Read to a Child celebrated its 10th anniversary in the greater Boston 
area! The lunchtime reading program was implemented in 17 public schools 
throughout Boston and surrounding communities in the 2012–13 school year.  
Over 1,000 adult mentors from 85 area corporations and organizations read aloud  
to their elementary student partners every week.

One first grade teacher remarked on the significant gains demonstrated by her 
students: “The students that participate in the lunchtime reading program definitely 
have a greater interest in books. Their attitude is measured in many ways: They want 
to read more, they know the different types of literature, they value books and can see 
how they are helped by books.”

The 10th anniversary gala at the Omni Parker House was the most successful 
fundraiser to date, attracting over 230 guests. Featured were two students from the 
program’s inaugural year, now in high school, who shared how their elementary 
experience shaped their choices. Both are currently mentors themselves to younger 
students, modeling their own early reading mentors and committed to giving others  
a similarly positive experience.

Connecticut The Connecticut lunchtime reading program is currently 
operating in Hartford and New Britain, with the support of many dedicated volunteers 
and corporate partners. The focus on reading aloud is impactful and fun for children 
and readers alike! Read to a Child is fortunate to have many long-term volunteers, 
including some who have participated in the program for ten years. In the 2013 
end of the year surveys, volunteers shared how the program inspires them: “I have 
established a level of trust with my student, and a friendly relationship. I have  
come to appreciate the obstacles to success these children deal with every day, and 
the reasons for the high number of drop-outs.”

Snapshot of our 5 locations
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Detroit Approximately 47% of adults (more than 200,000 individuals) in the 
City of Detroit are functionally illiterate according to the The National Institute for 
Literacy. To change this for the next generation, Read to a Child brought the lunchtime 
reading program to children in Detroit’s public schools in the 2012–2013 school year. 
Participating volunteers from local corporate offices gave hundreds of hours of their 
time to their student partners. The Detroit regional board held their first fundraiser to 
support program growth and was featured in Detroit’s business journal, dbusiness.

Los Angeles Over 3,200 hours of individualized reading sessions were 
provided by 230 Read to a Child volunteers in seven Los Angeles County schools 
in the 2012–2013 school year. The 172 participating children demonstrated gains 
in literacy skills and socio-emotional development with just over 90% of students 
exhibiting clear progress in one or more of the areas measured.

The positive impact of these reading sessions was captured by Margaret Lynch,  
the Juan Cabrillo Elementary School principal, in a note she wrote to a reading 
volunteer: “Just wanted to let you know your attention reading weekly with Louis is 
making a difference for him: He's being recognized at our Student Success assembly 
tomorrow for his improved attitude and effort at school!”

South Florida This year, Read to a Child took over operations of the 
lunchtime reading program in South Florida. The program is serving children in 
Miami-Dade County, which has the fourth largest school district in the United States. 
Nearly half of Miami-Dade County third-graders fail to read at grade level so there  
are many more children Read to a Child can impact in the years to come. 
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35,000 hours 

of one-to-one reading time

1,400 volunteers

1,100 students

PROGRAM 
STATS 
(2012– 2013 school year)

TEACHER STATS

70% 
of teachers report that their students read 
more often by their own choice as a result of 
participation in the lunchtime reading program.
 

87% 
of teachers believe that their students gained 
increased enthusiasm towards reading as a 
result of the lunchtime reading program.

VOLUNTEER STATS

98% 
of volunteers agreed  
with the statement: 

I feel good because  
I have made  
a contribution to  
the community  
in which I work.

94% 
of volunteers agreed  
with the statement: 

By supporting 
the lunchtime 
reading program, 
my company has 
made a significant 
contribution to our 
local community.

CHILD STATS

88% 
of first year students made 
measurable gains in one  
or more of the following areas:  
vocabulary, listening 
comprehension, ability to articulate 
thoughts, self-confidence, 
enthusiasm for books and reading, 
and overall reading ability.



Leadership and 
Board of Directors

Chris Thomas, Chair
Founder and Managing Director

Fontinalis Partners

Ted Stimpson, Vice Chair
CEO

Smart Destinations

Ashim Mehra, Treasurer 
Research Analyst

Baron Capital

Julie Solomon, Secretary
Deputy General Counsel

Pitney Bowes

David Brewer
President

Brewer Leadership Group, LLC 

Phil Cowdell	
President, Client Services

GroupM 

Phil Harrell
VP Enterprise

HubSpot

Jamie Horst
Senior Director, Employee Engagement

Visa

Olivia Mathews
CEO 

Read to a Child

Robert Murray
Global CEO

Skyword

Tracy Pearce
Global Corporate Social Responsibility

Aegis Media

Joan Pierre
Director of Organization Effectiveness

American Express

Arthur Tannenbaum
Ex-Officio

Founder

Everybody Wins!

Leadership
Olivia Mathews
Chief Executive Officer

Kaela Vronsky 
Vice President of Program Management

Beth Putnam
Director of Finance and Operations

Alex Fey
Executive Director, Los Angeles

Caryl Lattof
Executive Director, Boston

Kate Holzman
Program Director, Connecticut

National Council of  
Regional Board Chairs
Boston

Chris Anderson
Anderson Robbins Research

Connecticut

Matt Lotfey
The Hartford

Detroit

Mike Kaczmarek
Rockbridge Growth Equity

Los Angeles

Eva Davis
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

South Florida

Jose Romero
CDP Affordable Housing

Board of Directors

“I serve on the 
National Board  
of Directors 
because it is 
a high-impact 
nonprofit at a 
transformational 
time in its history.”
read to a child board member
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Financials for the fiscal years ending 9/30/13 and 9/30/12

Support and Revenue	  FY13	 FY12

	 Contributions	 $459,683 	 $272,220 

	 Grant Income - Unrestricted	  352,277 	  96,001 

	 Grant Income - Temporarily Restricted	  26,667 	  –  

	 Special Events Income, Net	  117,305 	  –  

	 In-kind Contributions	  172,330 	  106,500 

	 Other Revenue	            626 	          821 

Total Support and Revenue	 $1,128,888 	 $475,542 

		

Expenses		

	 Program Services	 $661,828 	 $268,382 

	 Management and General	  192,154 	  108,227 

	 Fundraising	        70,949 	        33,190 

Total Expenses	 $924,931 	 $409,799 

Increase in Net Assets	 $203,957 	 $65,743 

Assets		 9/30/13	 9/30/12

	 Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $436,558 	 $210,399 

	 Other Current Assets	  22,714 	  20,488 

	 Property and Equipment, Net	       35,370 	              –  

Total Assets	 $494,642 	 $230,887 

Liabilities and Net Assets

	 Deferred Income	 $63,875 	 $7,500 

	 Other Current Liabilities	  27,449 	  24,026 

	 Unrestricted Net Assets	  376,651 	  199,361 

	 Temporarily Restricted Net Assets	       26,667 	              –  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $494,642 	 $230,887

2%
Grant Income — 
Temporarily Restricted

7%
Fundraising

17%
Management 
and General

11%
Special 
Events 

Income, 
Net

31%
Grant Income — 
Unrestricted41%

Contributions (Corporate 
& Individuals)

76%
Program Services

15%
In-kind 

Contributions

Expenses  

(excluding in-kind of $172K or 19% of total expenses)

Support and Revenue
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Acadian Asset Management
Aegis Media
Aetna Foundation
Agero
Alcoa Foundation
Alice P. Chase Trust
Alice W. Dorr Foundation
Alix Partners
Allied World Assurance
Alston & Bird
Alydar Partners LLC
Amazon.com
Apollo Group/University of Phoenix
Arclight Capital Holdings
Assurant
Autodesk, Inc.
Bain Capital Children’s Charity
Bank of America
Berman Family Foundation
Biogen Idec Foundation
Blackbaud
Bloomberg L.P.
Blue Hills Bank  

Charitable Foundation
BNY Mellon
Bose
Boston Bruins Foundation
Burns & Levinson
Cabot Corporation
Capital Group Companies
Carat
CDM Smith
Charles River Associates
Cisco Foundation
Claneil Foundation

Commonwealth Financial Network
Conover Tuttle Pace
Constant Contact
Corporate Executive Board
Cullen and Dykman LLP
Doe Family Foundation
Eagle Investment Systems
East Boston Savings Bank
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Eaton Vance Corporation
Eduventures, Inc.
EnerNOC
Foundation for Metrowest
Gentle Giant Moving Company
German American Ladies Society
Global Advanced Metals
Goldman Sachs
Guess? 
Harvard University
Health Advances
Health Dialog Services Corp.
Hollister Staffing 
ING
iProspect
Jacobi Family Trust
John Hancock Financial Services
Key Information Systems, Inc.
Kirkland & Ellis
Krupp Family Foundation
L.A.T. Investment Corp.
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Lois Lenski Covey Foundation
Mackinnon Family Trust
Mass Mentoring Partnership
Massachusetts Medical Society

McKool Smith
Metro Credit Union
Morgan Stanley
Mutual One Charitable Foundation
Nemecek-Cole
New York Life
Newport Trial Group, APC
Partners Healthcare
Pinnacle Insurance Agency
Pitney Bowes Foundation
Posternak Blankstein & Lund LLP
Quicken Loans
RBS Citizens
Rockland Trust  

Charitable Foundation
Safeway Foundation
SeaChange-Lodestar Fund for 

Nonprofit Collaboration
Sealy Smith Charitable Foundation
Seyfarth Shaw
Staples Center Foundation
Staples
State Street
Sun Life Financial
The E&SS Foundation
The Miami Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation
ThermoFisher Scientific
TJX Companies, Inc.
Travelers Foundation
Tufts Health Plan
Warner Music Group— 

Rhino Entertainment
Wuliger Family Trust

Abby & Rafael Moscatel
Adam George
Adam Littman
Adrian Bishop
Adrienne Markus
Al Rizzo
Alanna O’Connor Spada
Ali Nikseresht
Alison & Drew Kodjak
Allison Arnold
Allison Chock
Amanda Hotchkiss

Ammar Kharouf
Amy Kiley
Amy Hutton &  

Pod John McIlwaine
Amy LaCroix
Amy LaPanne
Amy Leavitt
Andrea M. Leet
Andrew Curoe
Angela Williams
Angelynn Ryder
Aniela Kuzon

Ann Lindley
Anne & Robert Leland
Anne & Roger Moler
Anonymous
Anthony Jenkins
Antonio Luck
Ari Mervis
Ashley Weigl
Barbara Joseph
Barbara Kropp
Barbara Mates
Barry Jensen

Betsy Van Dorn
Betty Barrer
Beverly Halliday &  

Nick Schmid
Beverly Boucher
Billy Costa
Blake Kenny
Bonnie Jean VanMegroet 

& Fernando Prieto
Brad Huyck
Brandon Linton
Brian Duncan

Donors FY13 (Fiscal Year Ending 9/30/13) 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION DONORS
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Brian Farkas
Brian Lawson
Brian M. Kropp
Brooke & Phil Harrell
Bruce Liebowitz
Bruce R. Watts, Jr.
Caitlyn Convery
Carlton Grose
Carolin Arno
Carolyn Stover
Catherine Allen
Catherine & Douglas Treco
Catherine & Brian 

Ferguson
Cathy & John Pena
Charles Thomas
Cheryl Martin
Chriostopher Burt
Chris George
Chris Cullinan
Chris Hessler 
Chris LaCamera
Chris Stallman
Chris Thomas
Chris Uhl
Christopher Anderson
Christopher Cheever
Christopher P. Mundy
Christy & Jeffery Lawley
Cindy Eidel
Conrad Caplin
Conrad LoPrete
Cory Sinclair
Courtney Scott-Howard
Court Stroud
Courtney Treadwell
Craig Staub
Craig Welton
Dan Sturman
Dana Debel
Daniel Goldman
Daniel Keough
Darcy Madden
Dave Millar
David Brewer
David Hicks
David Lilly
David Meagher
Debbie Anderson
Deborah Mullen
Debra Doncov
Debra & Rodney 

Huebbers
Deji Mabogunje
Derek Hayden
Donald Colantonio

Drew VanTongeren
E. John Truschel
Edward & Nicole 

Stimpson
Elaine Kiley
Elaine Sullivan
Electra Govoni
Elizabeth Gilbert
Elizabeth Newell
Elizabeth Slover
Elizabeth & John James
Elizabeth & Matias 

Wigozki
Ella Clark
Ellen Yang
Elma Hinson
Elton Dibiri
Emily Kalejs Qazilbash
Eric Novack
Eric Silverman
Erica Lindberg
Erika Gorman
Erin Canning
Eva Davis
Evan Seevak
Frances Marshman
Frank Leahy
Frank Aronson
Frank Wuliger
G. Laird
Gail Jepsen Staff
Gaye & Gerald Belli
Gary Saunders
Gerry O’Shea
Gino Roncelli
Glenn Liebowitz
Grace Seme
Greer Love
Gregory DeMars
Guilford Marshall
Henry Kanter
Holly Jeffreys
Jacob Ball
Jacob Cohen
Jacqueline Michaud
James Antonellis
James Besser
James Coates
James Conklin
James Cook
James Klopper
Jamie L. Horst
Jan Wolter
Jane Shapiro
Jane Stiglitz
Janice Cardwell

Janice Leone
Jason Hotra
Jason Waller
Javier Cheung
Jean & Joseph Gennaco
Jean & Sean Fitzgibbon
Jeb Besser
Jeff Levitt
Jeff Rosenblum
Jeffery Goretski
Jen Robbins
Jenna Kirkpatrick
Jennifer Freeman
Jennifer Gelfand Church
Jennifer Prosek
Jennifer Robbins Doyle
Jennifer Tucker
Jessica Meyer
Jessica & Timothy 

Donohue
Jima Delorey
Joanne Goldblum
Joe Klecha
Joe McHugh
Joe Novak
John Bryant
John Higgins
John Peracchio
John Swegles
John Tosi
John W. George III
Jordana & Daniel Jaffee
Joseph Corrado
Joseph Ferrucci
Joseph McHugh
Josh Linkner
Judith DiBello 
Judith & Richard 

Frothingham
Julia Barnes
Julia & Derek Lisinski
Julianne Barlow
Julie Burleigh
Julie Katz
Julie Mock
Julie Nadeau
Kara Kelley
Karen & Gerald Morrissey
Karen DiStasio
Karen Lott
Karen Perine
Karen Stewart
Kari & Michael De Vries
Katharine & Michael 

Beattie 

Katherine Cruise & 
Richard Greif

Kathleen Griffin
Kathryn Chaloux
Katie Armstrong
Katie Katz
Katie Maloney
Kendell Snyder
Kenneth Ventura
Kevin Zhang
Kim Balkus
Kimberly Farnen
Kip Hollister
Kristin Stadelmann
Kristina & David Daglio
Kuhu Saha
Kyle Polk
Laura Hughes
Laura Lasnicki
Laura McTaggart &  

Tom Nolan
Laura Peabody
Laura Petterie
Lauren Carroll
Lauren Norton
Laurence W. Bates
Laurie Cavanaugh
Lee Kennedy
Leigh Tucker
Lianna Sugarman
Lillian R. Santangelo
Linda Rath
Lindy & Damon Fisher
Liz & Matt Petti
Lori Massa
Lorron James
Lynn McSweeney
Maeve O’Brien
Maggie Durant
Margaret Beblo
Margaret Bruzelius
Marilyn Mittentag
Marissa & Kevin Cole
Mark Kiefer
Mark Tarini
Marnie & Steven Stiglitz
Marrianne & James 

Gruver
Marshall Sebring
Martha Hartfiel
Mary Bernest
Mary Buckshaw Konkel
Mary Donovan
Mary Ellen Coniarias
Mary Kaufman
Mary Landry

INDIVIDUAL DONORS (continued)
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IN-KIND DONORS
Dan Sturman
Equity Office Properties
Hollister Staffing
iProspect
Jack Design
Michael Brook Photography
Pinnacle Office Solutions 
Proskauer Rose 
R2C Group

Mary Maloney
Matthew Bates
Matthew Broder
Matthew Hurley
Matthew Lotfey
Matthew Marzullo
Matthew O’Brien
Matthew Sodl
Maureen & Brian Oates
Megan Guy
Meghan Schmelzer
Melissa Ingalls
Melissa Kimble
Melissa Kuroda &  

Erik Norton
Melissa Lea & Ira Hart
Melissa Schreiber
Meredith Dukes
Michael Dolson
Michael Broder
Michael Connelly
Michael Jordan
Michael Kaczmarek
Michael Zinn
Michelle Toll
Michelle & David 

Cormack
Mickie Verderbar
Mildred Brewer
Mimi Yeh
Mitchel Nakken
Monique Soares
Nadim Matta
Nancy & James Krasne
Nancy Puleo
Nancy Schlichting
Ned Staebler

Nicholas Aubrey
Nick Gustin
Nicole George
Nicole Perry
Nicole & Mark LaCamera
Nissa & Patrick Knight
Noelle & John George
Olivia & Alexander 

Mathews 
Pamela Thomas
Patel Maharukh
Patricia Fisher
Patricia Slane Voorhees
Patricia & David Dobies
Paul Harris
Paul Barroqueiro
Paul H. Huth
Paula Luccio
Peggi Sue Iebba
Penelope Scheerer
Peter Carr
Peter Vanderkaay
Philip Cowdell
Phillip Cooley
Phyllis Darden-Caldwell
Phyllis & Arthur 

Tannenbaum
Pinar Kilicci-Kret
Rachel Weinstein
Ralph Jaccodine
Reese Rickards
Richard Cooper
RJ King
Robert Bowman
Robert Brooker
Robert Grier
Robert Higgins

Robert Murray
Robert Kagan
Robert Kobre
Robin Nichols
Robin Welch
Roger John Lesinski
Roger Price
Ryan Stille
S. Matthew Aod
Sally Feeney
Sandra Bailey
Sandra Walsh
Scot Morrison
Scott D. Seligman
Scott Lescher
Scott Negus
Shaine Belli
Shallini & Ashim Mehra
Shamsuddin Syed
Shannon Kwiatek
Sharon Cantor &  

Joe Berman
Sharon Foster
Sharon James
Sheila Flemming
Shelley Draper
Sheri Green
Shirley Mills
Shirley Goldberg
Skye Morrison
Srikanya Yarramnee
Stephen Mehrtens
Stephen Mehta
Stephen Potter
Steve Anderson
Steven Boyd
Steven Migliore

Steven Roy
Susan Kulman
Susan Low
Susan Purdy
Susan Ransopher
Susan Taylor
Susan & Daniel 

McCormack
Suzanne & Adam Joffe
Syed Mohiuddin
Tara Keramaty
Tara Stadelmann
Ted Serbinski
Terra Adams
Thomas Alongi
Thomas Hyde
Thomas Madden
Thomas Roach
Tony Briney
Tori Rexford
Tracy Kwiker
Tracy Weisel
Trevania Henderson
Vanessa Gormley
Vicki & Bill Frawley
Vicki Newberry
Virginia Crocker
Wally Stimpson
Wanru Tu
Will Stansbury
William Kahn
William Seligman
Yulee Newsome
Yvonne Zurowski

INDIVIDUAL DONORS (continued)

*We do our best to list all individual, 
corporate, and foundation donors 
accurately. If you are not listed  
correctly, please let us know  
so we may amend any errors for 
the future.
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