
Annual Report 2017

Read to a Child is a national nonprofit that increases children’s success in reading and in life by inspiring  
caring adults to read aloud to a child regularly. The organization envisions a future in which all children are read to, 

improving their chances of becoming healthy, productive members of society.



Thank you for your support in making the prior fiscal year the most successful year yet 
for Read to a Child! 

In FY 2017, we again enrolled more under-served students in the Lunchtime Reading 
Program than ever before! A record high 1,328 students (up from 1,192) were 
mentored by 1,701 volunteer readers (up from 1,501).

2017 was also a year in which our program evaluation results were the best in Read to 
a Child’s history. 98% of participating students (up from 90%) showed improvement 
in one of ten of the following areas: vocabulary, listening comprehension, ability 
to articulate thoughts, critical thinking, self-confidence, exposure to new ideas, 
knowledge and places, enthusiasm for books and reading, reading by choice, interest 
in reading instruction, and overall reading ability! Even more incredibly, 72% of 
students showed improvement in ALL 10 of these categories!

In FY 2017, a record 64 board members volunteered their time and energy on our 
national and regional boards. Further, we received support from more than  
125 corporations and 1,000 individual/foundation donors, our highest totals yet.  
We continue to be grateful and humbled by the investment of time, money, and 
expertise from all of our stakeholders!

In this annual report, we are pleased to highlight our most generous donors. The Seuss 
Circle recognizes individual donors who contributed $1,000 or more during the fiscal 
year. The Caldecott Circle celebrates individual donors who contributed $10,000 or 
more. Major corporate and foundation donors are also highlighted at various Giving 
Levels. Please see the donor pages in this report for more information, recognition and 
our heartfelt thanks! 

We are grateful that your generosity helps us to address the fact that 80% of low-
income children in the United States do not read proficiently by 4th grade and, of 
these struggling young readers, more than 1⁄4 will not graduate from high school*! 

We thank you for your continued support as we strive to reverse these alarming 
statistics and provide more opportunities for success in school and in life to under-
served students across the country.

In gratitude,

Dear 
Friend of  
Read  
to a Child

Paul Lamoureux (CEO)Mark Tarini (Board Chair) 

*Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2013 Report ‘Early Warning Confirmed.’



Boston Mayor Marty Walsh reads to Lunchtime 
Reading Program students in Boston.

New England Patriot and children's book author
Malcolm Mitchell Reads to Students in
Framingham, MA.

Massachusetts First Lady Lauren Baker 
perfecting the art of the "selfie" after reading  
to Lunchtime Reading Program students.

Boston Public Schools
Superintendent Tommy Chang
with Lunchtime Reading 
Program students in Boston.

Martellus Bennett and longtime 
Read to a Child supporter Dan 
Revers at the Annual Gala.

Super Bowl champ and children’s book author 
Martellus Bennett reads to Lunchtime Reading 
Program students in Roxbury, MA.

Los Angeles Dodgers Pitcher, Rich Hill,  
reads to Lunchtime Reading Program students  
in Los Angeles.

Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin reads to Lunchtime 
Reading Program students in Hartford.

Athletes and Politicians support Read to a Child's efforts at
boosting children's literacy skills and self-confidence.
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1,328 students

More than 39,000 
one-on-one reading sessions

1,701 volunteer  
reading mentors

PROGRAM 
NUMBERS 
(2016– 2017 SCHOOL YEAR)

VOLUNTEER  
SATISFACTION

99% 
of volunteers 

would recommend 
the program to 
friends/coworkers

96% 
of volunteers 

feel good about 
working for a 
company that 
offers opportunities 
such as lunchtime 
reading. 

98% 

of participating students improved in one or  
more of the following areas: 

• Vocabulary

• Listening comprehension 

• Ability to articulate thoughts 

• Overall reading ability 

• Enthusiasm for books/reading 

• Reading by choice

• Interest in classroom reading

• Critical Thinking 

• Self-Confidence 

• Exposure to new ideas, knowledge, people and places 

72% improved in ALL Ten



Regional Highlights

Greater Hartford celebrated a banner year in 2016 – 2017!  
We grew our Lunchtime Reading Program and offered 
it to 32% more students with the help of 27% more 
volunteers than in the previous year. These efforts 
positively impacted the development of literacy skills, 
love of reading, and self-confidence in young students in 
our community who need it the most.

We were proud to expand our footprint in the Hartford 
Public Schools, introducing the Lunchtime Reading 
Program at a second Hartford site, the Dr. Michael D. 
Fox School in February 2017. We also welcomed several 
very special guest readers to the Lunchtime Reading 
Program including Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin, New 
Britain Mayor Erin Stewart, Fox61 news anchor Erika 
Arias, local children’s author Janet Lawler and Hartford 
Board of Education member Kim Oliver.

Going forward, our goal is to maintain our momentum  
by increasing our volunteer base and our funding 
support! There are so many more students in Greater 
Hartford who are waiting, needing, and wanting to  
join our Program. One young student simply summed  
up what the Program meant to him. We asked, “What  
do you like about the Lunchtime Reading Program?”  
He replied, “Everything!”

Greater Hartford

Read to a Child in Greater Boston continues to expand 
its program by adding corporate partners and serving 
even more students in our sixteen schools. We are 
focusing on all the benefits of a 1-1 relationship 
between the mentor and the student, which includes 
getting to know the student over time, choosing books 
of interest to the student, discussing the book and 
making connections to the student's life experiences, 
and setting goals for the read aloud sessions.

We are happy to share a great inspirational story that 
highlights the importance of the Lunchtime Reading 
Program from one of our Program Managers, Heidi 
Sampson:

“I was visiting the Lunchtime Reading Program one 
day, and filled in for a mentor by reading to a 3rd grade 
girl. I chose a couple of book options, including Patricia 
Polacco’s Junkyard Wonders. To my surprise, her 
reaction to seeing this new Polacco book was one of 
pure excitement, as she recognized the author as well 
as the main character. In class, she had recently read 
another Polacco book, Thank You, Mr. Falker, and told 
me how she loved it. She devoured this new book as  
I read as much as we could get through that session.  
At the end, she asked me to write down the title for her 
on a piece of paper so that she could share it with her 
teacher! It was a thrill to see her so engaged due to 
making this connection based on a book and author she 
was excited about.”

Greater Boston

2017 was a year of change in Greater Miami, bringing 
the Lunchtime Reading Program from Coral Way K-8 
to the Downtown Miami Charter School, a school with 
greater need and proximity to a larger concentration of 
potential volunteers. The transition went remarkably 
smoothly and, by the end of the year, we were serving 
more students in Miami than we had at the end of 2016. 
This growth was gratifying given the need to rebuild at 
a new school and that kickoff was delayed as a result 
of Hurricane Maria. This is all testament to the strength 
and dedication of our mighty team of volunteers and 
staff in Miami!

Greater Miami 



Regional Highlights

Greater Los Angeles celebrated another successful 
year of reading and mentoring! The Lunchtime Reading 
Program operated in seven Title 1 schools in the  
Greater Los Angeles Area during the 2016– 2017 school 
year and we were able to serve 170 students. We are 
excited to highlight an exceptional volunteer pair from 
Brockton Elementary.

Kathy Liao, volunteer from true[X], and her student, 
Daniela, are a great example of how literacy is a building 
block to exploring other subjects. They ask questions 
as they discover more about science and outer space. 
For 3rd grader Daniela, reading is a way to fall deeper 
into science. Every Wednesday at Brockton Elementary, 
Daniela and Kathy learn more about each other and 
find books that fascinate Daniela’s growing love of 
knowledge and explanations about the universe. Over 
their time reading together, Kathy has seen Daniela’s 
reading comprehension increase. Kathy has also reaped 
many benefits from Daniela and the Lunchtime Reading 
Program. Going to read has been a nice, refreshing 
break from work that also brightens her day and gives 
her more energy.

Greater Los Angeles 

Thanks to the generosity of our corporate community 
and a committed pool of volunteers, Read to a Child’s 
Metro Detroit Region was able to expand its Regional 
Advisory Board, increase the number of students served 
and launch a “March is Reading Month” initiative to 
further spread the joy of reading amongst elementary 
aged youth. 

During 2016–2017, we participated in the Quicken 
Loans Charity Challenge which allowed us to exceed 
our individual giving goals by 205%. In addition, we 
welcomed Comerica Bank, Lawrence Technological 
University and Oakland University as new organizational 
partners. 

During March, we launched the Annual Motor City 
Read-a-thon and welcomed readers from WDIV, 
WXYZ, FCA Automobiles, Oakland Community College, 
Fontinalis Partners, Detroit Housing Commission, 
General Motors, Teach for America, Comerica Bank and 
a host of other community minded organizations.  
As part of the initiative, we featured volunteers each 
week who read in classrooms at five partner school 
locations throughout March. At the end of the month, 
thanks to book donations from the Kiwanis Club, Wayne 
State University and Quicken Loans, we were able 
to send every student in grades K–5 at each of the 
participating school home with a new book.  

By the end of the school year, we welcomed four new 
Regional Advisory Board Members and provided more 
than 700 one-on-one Lunchtime Reading Sessions to 
students in Detroit and Pontiac.

Metro Detroit



Financials  for the fiscal years ending 9/30/17 and 9/30/16

Support and Revenue	  FY17	 FY16

	 Contributions	 $468,911  	 $396,268 

	 Grant Income - Unrestricted	  326,287  	  340,331 

	 Grant Income - Temporarily Restricted	  80,558  	  120,750 

	 Special Events Income, Net	  283,294  	  250,667 

	 In-kind Contributions	  127,519  	  153,090 

	 Other Revenue	           648	        1,740

Total Support and Revenue	 $1,287,217 	 $1,262,846 

		

Expenses		

	 Program Services	 $955,835  	 $904,135 

	 Management and General	  152,598  	 157,665 

	 Fundraising	     217,201	    168,788

Total Expenses	 $1,325,634  	 $1,230,588  

Increase in Net Assets	 ($38,417)* 	 $32,258 

Assets		 9/30/17	 9/30/16

	 Cash and Cash Equivalents	 $578,553 	 $568,749 

	 Other Current Assets	  58,703  	  97,924 

	 Property and Equipment, Net	     3,930	     17,673

Total Assets	 $641,186  	 $684,346 

Liabilities and Net Assets

	 Deferred Income	 $73,250  	 $74,000 

	 Other Current Liabilities	  49,816  	  53,809 

	 Unrestricted Net Assets	  435,099  	  430,249 

	 Temporarily Restricted Net Assets	     83,021	    126,288

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $641,186  	 $684,346 

16%
Fundraising

12%
Management 
and General

72%
Program Services

FY17 Expenses  

(excluding in-kind of $128K or 10% of total expenses)

FY17 Support and Revenue

*	Read to a Child invested in a Development Consultant in 
FY17 to fuel future and long-term growth—it was planned & 
budgeted. Excluding this investment, FY17 total change in 
net assets would have been positive & the Program % of 
Total Expenses would have been 75%. 

10%
In-kind Contributions

37%
Contributions — 
Corporate  
and Individuals

25%
Grant Income —

Unrestricted

6%
Grant Income — 

 Temporarily 
Restricted

22%
Special Events 
Income, Net
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Board  
of Directors

Leadership 

Mark Tarini* 
Chair
Partner and Head, Portfolio 

Management

Arclight Capital Partners

Peter Necheles*
Treasurer
Senior Vice President,  

Corporate Development &  

Chief Legal Officer

Agero

Julie Solomon
Secretary
Deputy General Counsel

Pitney Bowes

Brett Barfield
Partner

Holland & Knight

Staff Leadership
Paul Lamoureux*
Chief Executive Officer

Kaela Vronsky* 
Vice President, Program Management

Beth Putnam*
Director of Finance and Operations

Kristen Baxter*
Greater Boston Director, Development

Linda Winin* 
Greater Boston Director, Program 

Gina Broadbent* 
Greater Hartford Director 

Alex Fey*
Greater Los Angeles Director

Ky Lindberg* 
Metro Detroit Director

*Also Volunteer Reader

10/1/16 – 9/30/17

National Council of  
Regional Board Chairs 

10/1/16 – 9/30/17

GREATER BOSTON

Jason DeMarzo*
New York Life

GREATER HARTFORD

Richard Wasserman*
Day Pitney, LLP 

METRO DETROIT

David Walker*
Level One Bank

GREATER LOS ANGELES

Eva Davis* 
Winston & Strawn LLP

GREATER MIAMI

Jane Marie Russell*
Univision 

Ruth Bramson*
Retired Chief Executive Officer

Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts 

David Brewer
President

Brewer Leadership Group, LLC

Desiree Ivey
Executive Director of Teacher Training

Shady Hill School 

Paul Lamoureux*
Chief Executive Officer

Read to a Child

Tecla Palli-Sandler
HR Coach and Consultant

Tracy Pearce
CSR & Marketing Consultant

“My favorite part  
was when we get  
to travel into the  
book and laugh  
and ask questions.”  
3RD GRADE STUDENT

One student’s  
favorite part of  
lunchtime reading:
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Donors FY17 for the fiscal year ending 9/30/17

$50,000+ 

ArcLight Capital Partners*

Pitney Bowes

The TJX Companies, Inc.*

Travelers Foundation*

$49,999– $25,000 

Agero*

Assurant*

BNY Mellon*

Cabot Corporation*

$24,999– $10,000 

AEG*

BJ's*

Bloomberg Philanthropies* 

Capital Group  

Charitable Foundation*

CitiBank

Dell EMC*

Eastern Bank*

Eaton Vance*

Ernst & Young LLP*

Holland & Knight*

Integrity Services

Liberty Mutual

MassMutual*

Staples*

CORPORATE DONORS

*Provides Volunteer Readers
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CORPORATE DONORS (Continued)
$9,999– $5,000 

Acadian Asset 

Management LLC*

Alston & Bird LLP*

Anderson Robbins Research*

Boston Scientific*

CohnReznick Foundation

Comerica Bank

Constant Contact*

DDJ Capital 

Management LLC*

Delaware Life*

Global Risk

Lakeside Properties

Mattel Children's Foundation*

MilliporeSigma

MutualOne

Posternak Blankstein & 

Lund LLP*

Quicken Loans*

Red Venture - Imagitas, LLC*

Sanofi Genzyme*

St. Mary's Credit Union*

Steve Lyons Gallery

Sun Life Financial*

The Children's Trust*

Wayfair*

$4,999– $2,500 

Baystate Financial*

Biogen*

Blackbaud*

Bose Corporation*

Boston Heart Diagnostics*

Charles River Associates*

Chemical Bank

Commonwealth Financial 

Network*

Dassault Systèmes*

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles*

Hartford Steam Boiler 

Inspection and Insurance 

Company*

Housing Trust Group, LLC

Innovation Capital

Lawrence Technological 

University

Lee Kennedy Company*

Level One Bank*

Lockton

Massachusetts Medical 

Society*

Mintz, Leven, Cohn, Ferris, 

Glovsky & Popeo

Partners Healthcare*

People's United 

Community Foundation

RainDance Technologies, Inc*

Renaissance Global 

Logistics, LLC

RSM*

Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Stanley Black & Decker*

Tufts Health Plan*

UHY Cares Michigan

Veritext

$2,499– $1,000 

Care.com*

Gentle Giant*

Greenberg Traurig*

Health Advances*

J.M. Electrical Company

Jabs Gym

MIT Community Service Fund*

Oakland University*

The Hartford Financial 

Services Group

trueX*

UBS Connecticut

$24,999–$10,000 
Clinton & Wilma Shattuck 

Charitable Trust
Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation
The Kirk Foundation
The Stocker Foundation
William C. Bannerman Foundation

FOUNDATION DONORS

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Caldecott Circle
$50,000+ 
Dan Revers

Caldecott Circle
$49,999– $25,000 
Jeri and Mark Tarini*†

Caldecott Circle
$24,999– $10,000 
David and Kristina Daglio

Seuss Circle
$9,999– $5,000
Dave and Michelle Cormack†
Eva Davis*†
Erin and Mark Minichiello*†
Billy & Kimberly Hewlett

William E. Schrafft & Bertha E. 
Schrafft Charitable Trust

$9,999– $5,000
Dornam Foundation
J. Walton Bissell Foundation
New England Patriots Foundation
William P. Anderson Foundation 

$4,999–$2,500
Fairfield County’s Community 

Foundation – Donor Advised Fund
Henry E. Niles Foundation, Inc.
Marlborough Brigham Family Trust
PLUS Foundation
The Winnick Family Foundation 

$2,499– $1,000
Berman Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public 

Giving, Charles B. Cook Fund
McKesson Foundation*
 
$999– $500
The Andrew J. and Joyce D. 

Mandell Family Foundation
Avon/Canton Rotary Community 

Fund, Inc.
Fentin Family Fund
Hartford Foundation for Public 

Giving, Libbian & Jerry Cohen 
Foundation 

*Provides Volunteer Readers
†Also Volunteer Board Member
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS (Continued)

Seuss Circle
$4,999– $2,500
Peter Arden
Ruth and Shelly Bramson*†
Peter Cote*
Robert and Sue Flammia
Nancy Puleo*†
Larry Shulman
Richard Wasserman*† 

Seuss Circle
$2,499– $1,000
Kate and Michael Beattie†
David Brewer†
Ted Burke
Chris Burt†
Jonathan Chadbourne
Allison Chock
Kevin Crosby
Gavin and Kristen Danaher†
Abby and Jason DeMarzo*†
Tim and Julie DiNicola*
Maureen Fitzgerald
Stuart Gitlitz*†
William Haupricht
John and Mary Heveran
Desiree Ivey†
Genevieve Kelly*†
Angie and Steve Knightly
Lauren and Paul Lamoureux*
Brian and Holly Lerose*†
Gene LoVasco
Susan Low*
Adriene Lynch*†
Raj Marphatia
Phil Messina†
Michael and Therese Miles*
Luke Nowacki
Chuck O'Connor
Tecla Palli-Sandler†
Tracy Pearce†
Pamela and Patrick Pedonti
Patricia Phillips
Beth and Dean Putnam*
Matthew Runkle
Andra Rush
Paul Sapiro†
Kristin Schleicher†
Jeff Sommers
Thomas Sorbo
Marnie and Steve Stiglitz
Jeff and Candy Stone†
Kimberly Stover†
Vicki Newberry Sullivan*†
Joseph Sutton

Thomas Teich*
Christopher Thomas and  

Nicole George†
Bruce and Marianne Thompson
Fran and Robert Trevisani*
David and Elizabeth Walker*†
Carter Ward
 
$999– $500
Rick Allen
Daniel Barnes
Sophie Barratt
Greg Bobrow
Nicholas Boivin
Greg Boyd*†
Brendan Bradley
Gina and Jeff Broadbent*
Darcy Brownell
Michael Campbell
Tiffany Cayarga*
Feng Chang †
Gregg Congleton
Katherine and Kevin Conway*
John Cullon
Raymie Daroga
Sean Datcher*†
Robert Diehl, Jr.
John Erhard
T. Evans
Stephanie and Diane Falite
Alex Fey*
Anthony Finn
Steven Fishman
Christine Ford*†
Churchill Franklin
Bryan Gartenberg
Lance Giddens
Judith Gordon†
Dorree Gurdak†
Madeline Jacquet
Sean Johnson†
Tran King†
Jim Klapman*
Michelle Lane
Joan and Richard Lawson
Charles Lenore
Derek and Julia Lisinski
Peter Massumi
Jay Paul McWilliams
Peter Necheles and  

Marlissa Briggett*†
Janine and Mark Nichipor
Jamiel Poindexter
James Richardson
Jon Rimanelli

Casondra Ruga*
Lillian Santangelo*
N. Scavone
David Schwartz
David Shin
Cory and Erin Sinclair*†
Ellen Stoltz†
Lucius Taylor
Shari Tepper
Robyn Tice*†
Sandra Trudeau
Dave and Fran Urbanik†
James Walsh
Marc Weiser
Mary and David Whittemore*
Ellen Yang†
 

ADDITIONAL 
IN-KIND DONORS

Atrium PR
Boston Bruins 
Clear Channel
CTP
Derek Lisinski
Douglas Emmett Management, LLC
Gentle Giant
Greg Maganzini
Jack Design
Martellus Bennett
Michael Brook Photography
Ned Farrell
OUTFRONT Media
Posterscope
Ralina Shaw Public Relations
Read with Malcolm
Reese Rickards
Robert Castagna Photography
Sachse Construction
The Imagination Agency
Tracy Pearce
Weber Shandwick
 

Special thanks to our donor of 
National office space

We do our best to list all corporate,  
foundation, individual and in-kind  
donors accurately. If you are not  
listed correctly, please let us know  
so we may amend any errors for  
the future.

*Provides Volunteer Readers
†Also Volunteer Board Member
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www.readtoachild.org 


