
Annual Report 2020

Read to a Child is a national literacy and mentoring non-profit that fosters a love of reading,  
improves literacy skills, and empowers underserved children by inspiring adults to read aloud to them regularly.  

The organization strives to provide equal opportunity for success to all children through inspirational  
literacy and mentoring programs.



2020 was an incredibly challenging year, especially for under-served communities. Read to a Child 
came together as a national organization of mission-driven professionals and, through hard work 
and perseverance, successfully pivoted in-person programs to online platforms, enabling us to meet 
the moment, stay on-mission and establish an infrastructure for continued growth.

Up until March 16, 2020, our flagship Read Aloud Mentoring Program (formerly Lunchtime 
Reading Program) was serving 1,451 students with the help of 1,833 volunteer reading mentors, 
and was on course to achieve its annual program goals. However, by this date, all of our partner 
schools had closed and were beginning the process of attempting to conduct remote learning.

Read to a Child immediately began re-inventing itself. We facilitated personal video messages 
from our mentors that we made available to students at home. We evolved our Celebrity Reading 
Program into a new Remote Read Aloud Program, enlisting acclaimed authors to read to children 
live on Zoom and then producing YouTube read aloud videos that we made widely available. We 
provided parents with resources and recommended titles for reading at home.

In communication with partner schools (despite them being overwhelmed), we began the process 
of creating a virtual version of our flagship program using Zoom and Google Meets. We trained 
staff to manage virtual reading sessions in online breakout rooms. We secured access to digital 
libraries. We evolved how we support our volunteer reading mentors. We learned to be very flexible 
to support these amazing students and their school’s changing schedules.

While all of this re-invention was occurring, our national and regional board members came 
together more than ever before. They helped us secure ongoing funding from major supporters; 
apply for and receive a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of $250,000; and shift regional 
fundraising events to November (which falls in FY21) when we would produce a truly national and 
completely virtual fundraising event for the first time (raising $300,000!)

Despite ending FY20 with a decrease in net assets, we maintained an excellent cash position 
(ending the year with over 5 months operating expenses). We expect our net assets to significantly 
improve by mid FY21 when we realize event income and PPP loan forgiveness. 

Simultaneously with the pandemic, the country was grappling with racial justice. Read to a Child 
redoubled efforts to examine systemic racism; conducted staff awareness training; added more 
diverse book titles to our libraries; increased efforts to recruit diverse staff and volunteers; and 
made strides evolving our policies, practices and communications to be more aware and inclusive.

Indeed 2020 was an incredibly challenging year. However, based upon an extraordinary group 
of mission-driven staff and board members, coupled with caring volunteer reading mentors and 
steadfast donors, Read to a Child is better prepared than ever to work towards its mission. We 
are proud, despite all of the year’s challenges, to continue to pair our amazing elementary school 
students with caring volunteer reading mentors across the country. 

In the subsequent pages of this annual report we provide a glimpse into all of the stakeholders that 
helped Read to a Child deftly pivot to meet the moment. Thank you for your ongoing support! 

Wishing all of you more health, equity and opportunity in 2021.

Dear Friend 
of Read  
to a Child

Paul Lamoureux (CEO)Peter Necheles (Board Chair)

Staff Leadership 
As of 12/31/20

Paul Lamoureux*
Chief Executive Officer

Beth Putnam*
Chief Financial Officer

Kaela Mento*
National Vice President,  
Program Management

Lily Andrews
Greater Hartford Director

Kristen Baxter*
Greater Boston Director,  
Development

Eunice Jeffries (through 11/6/20)
Metro Detroit Director

Gloria Jolley 
Greater Los Angeles Director

Linda Winin*
Greater Boston Director, Program

  *Has participated as a volunteer
  reading mentor



Click here to watch our Collage of Caring Video as presented 
at our 2020 Together is Better virtual event

Click here to watch our Remote Read Aloud Program overview 
as presented at our 2020 Together is Better virtual event

Volunteers were ready and willing to embrace 
new technology to record themselves reading so 
students could see both the reader and the story

Motown Legend, Claudette Robinson, reads 
her children’s book to a group of students 
at Metro Detroit partner school, Detroit 
Leadership Academy, as part of the Remote 
Read Aloud Program

Author and activist, Jamia Wilson, reads aloud 
from her children’s book “Young, Gifted, and 
Black” to a group of Detroit students from the 
Center for Success in partnership with Read to 
a Child’s Remote Read Aloud Program

Volunteers in 
multiple regions 
sent read  
aloud videos 
throughout the 
summer to their 
reading buddies

Aerospace Systems Engineer, Tracy Drain, reading 
“Hidden Figures” to students at Greater Los Angeles 
partner school, Esperanza Elementary, as part of 
the Remote Read Aloud Program

Volunteers across all five regions recorded 
video messages for their reading buddies when 
schools abruptly closed in March due to the 
onset of the Coronavirus pandemic

2020
BY THE 

NUMBERS

1,883
Volunteer Reading Mentors

1,451
Students Served

118
Corporate Partners

55
Caldecott and  

Seuss Circle Members

34
schools

*

* includes institutions  
and organizations 

Numbers as of March 16 
before programs closed to 

in-person learning

Summer 2020 COVID-19 Response and Outreach Efforts
HOW WE PIVOTED TO HELP REACH OUR STUDENTS AT HOME

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8jaaZaaZ-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8jaaZaaZ-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGR4W4tYAfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGR4W4tYAfc


PROGRAM NUMBERS 
Read Aloud Mentoring Program 2016–2019 99%* 

of volunteers 

would recommend  
the program to  
friends/coworkers

97%* 
of volunteers 

feel good about working 
for a company that  
offers opportunities such  
as the Read Aloud 
Mentoring Program

99%* 
of volunteers 

agree that the Read  
Aloud Mentoring Program 
is an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience

78%* 
of students improved 
in ALL TEN

5 
REGIONS

99%*
of students improved in AT LEAST ONE of the success factors measured:

 1. Enthusiasm for books and reading 

 2. Reading by choice

 3. Self-Confidence 

 4. Ability to articulate thoughts

 5. Vocabulary

 6. Critical thinking

 7. Reading ability

 8. Interest in reading instruction

 9. Listening comprehension

 10. Exposure to new ideas, knowledge, 
  people and places 

Greater 
Hartford

Metro  
Detroit

Greater  
Boston

Greater
Los Angeles Greater 

Miami

* Due to COVID-19 we were unable to evaluate student success measurements 
in spring of 2020. These results are cumulative from the past three years.



Regional Happenings

No matter the challenges that were presented this year, 
the Greater Los Angeles Region continued to serve 
students and stay on mission by pivoting and evolving  
into the virtual space.

After programs were suspended at partner schools due 
to COVID-19, Greater Los Angeles relayed personal 
video messages to students from their volunteer reading 
buddies. In addition, students who graduated out of the 
2019–2020 school year program received customized 
digital certificates. Thanks to Inaugural Sponsor Winston 
& Strawn, 4th Grade students at Esperanza Elementary 
directly participated in our virtual Remote Read Aloud 
Program with Tracy Drain, a Systems Engineer working 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Tracy read from the 
children’s book Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly. 
The students were also part of the read aloud with New 
York Times bestselling author, R.J. Palacio, who read 
from her book, Wonder. Support from Winston & Strawn 
allowed Read to a Child to produce five videos for the 
Remote Read Aloud Program digital library. 

Generous funding from the Los Angeles Dodgers 
Foundation and the Capital Group allowed Greater  
Los Angeles to build the infrastructure to launch their  
first virtual Read Aloud Mentoring Program for the  
2020–2021 school year at partner schools. 

The region was honored to have been chosen by the  
West Coast offices of Alston & Bird to participate in their 
National 2020 Pro Bono Innovation & Impact Challenge 
and received second place! And on Read to a Child Day, 
Read to a Child’s CEO, Paul Lamoureux, was the featured 
guest reader for the Los Angeles Dodgers Storytime Series. 

Greater Los Angeles

In the first few weeks of fiscal year 2020, the Magic  
of Reading Gala was held in Boston. The evening was 
hosted by radio personality, Candy O’Terry. Greater 
Boston regional board member, Jeff Stone, received the 
Above and Beyond Award in recognition of his long-
standing commitment to Read to a Child. 

The Greater Boston Program reached new heights by 
serving more students with more diverse mentors than 
ever before. When the in-person program ended in 
March due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many mentors 
were ready to continue virtually as we pivoted to an 
online model. 

This past spring, many of our mentors were able to 
express well wishes to their students and close the 
school year through a video message, and throughout 
the summer many were also able to record themselves 
reading books to send to their mentees. The heart of 
the program, the connection between mentor and child, 
shines bright in school and from afar.

In August, we went completely virtual for our annual 
Trivia Night. The event was a huge success for Greater 
Boston and provided key funding to support the 
expansion of the Read Aloud Mentoring Program to  
the virtual space for the 2020 –2021 school year. 

Greater Boston



Read to a Child Greater Hartford partnered closely with 
Hartford Public Schools to ensure that students were 
supported in their reading at home during the pandemic. 
Our Diversity Book Drive supplied over 100 new and 
culturally representative books to the winners of the 
Superintendent’s Summer Reading Challenge. Author 
Mary Pope Osborne of the Magic Tree House series 
participated in the Remote Read Aloud Program in 
August and subsequently donated over 2,500 books to 
students of Greater Hartford — the largest book 
donation in Read to a Child’s history! 

Read to a Child Greater Hartford was honored to  
hit the airwaves in a profile by Sarah Cody, host of 
‘Connecticut Families’ on WTNH Channel 8. 

Greater Hartford

Regional Happenings

The Metro Detroit Region began the year ushering in  
a new partnership with Hope of Detroit Academy before 
programs were forced to close in March due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

School closures did not stop Metro Detroit volunteer 
mentors from connecting with their student mentees. 
Throughout the spring, many volunteers in the Metro 
Detroit region sent video messages to their students 
with words of encouragement to provide closure to an 
interrupted school year. 

We also hosted two virtual guest readers as we piloted 
our Remote Read Aloud Program over the summer. 
Claudette Robinson, legendary Motown singer and 
children’s book author, read her book to a classroom of 
students at Detroit Leadership Academy. Activist and 
children’s book author, Jamia Wilson, read from her 
book Young Gifted, and Black to a group of students with 
Detroit’s Center for Success. 

In February 2020, Greater Miami welcomed local 
supporters at our Magic of Reading Brunch held at  
Books and Books in Coral Gables, Florida. The event  
had many great successes, including a special  
appearance from Suki Lopez, who plays Nina on  
Sesame Street. 

After programs were forced to close in March 2020,  
Miami volunteer mentors did everything they could to  
reach their student mentees including sending video  
messages and words of encouragement as well as 
recording videos of themselves reading from books  
to share with their reading buddies. Nearly 100% of 
volunteers participated in this effort, speaking volumes  
about their commitment to our program and their  
mentees.

We, once again, participated in The Miami Foundation’s 
Give Miami Day. The annual fundraising event proved 
to be a great success with many longtime and new 
supporters lending their support for Greater Miami’s  
Read Aloud Mentoring Program through online donations. 

Metro Detroit

Greater Miami



Financials  for the fiscal years ending 9/30/20 and 9/30/19

Support and Revenue  FY20 FY19
 Contributions $413,919 $615,738
 Grant Income - Without Restrictions 260,413 316,166
 Grant Income - With Restrictions 79,667  87,934
 Special Events Income, Net 175,779 308,398
 In-kind Contributions 120,032 99,433
 Other Revenue       1,054           489

Total Support and Revenue $1,050,864 $1,428,158
  
Expenses  
 Program Services $927,038 $985,020
 Management and General 216,700 218,485 
 Fundraising   202,154    235,106

Total Expenses $1,345,892  $1,438,611

Change in Net Assets ($295,028) ($10,453)

Assets  9/30/20 9/30/19
 Cash and Cash Equivalents $579,089 $547,593
 Other Current Assets     47,760        87,089

Total Assets $626,849 $634,682

Liabilities and Net Assets
 Deferred Income  $100,500   $57,625
 Other Current Liabilities  54,213 59,826
 Debt (Current = $152k) (PPP Loan) 249,933  —
 Net Assets - Without Restrictions 79,671  429,297
 Net Assets - With Restrictions       142,532    87,934

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $626,849 $634,682

FY20 ExpensesFY20 Support and Revenue

FY20 year-end numbers do not 
paint a full picture of Read to 
a Child’s financial health. We 
maintained a solid cash position 
throughout the year, including 
significant cash received in 
FY20 that will not be realized as 
revenue until FY21 — including 

“postponed” fundraising events 
that occured in early FY21 and 
a Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) loan that we expect to be 
forgiven in FY21. These offsets 
will significantly improve our 
reported net asset position from 
its 9/30/20 level.

* In addition to the large percent 
of expenses that directly support 
our Programs, thank you to the 
almost 1,900 volunteer reading 
mentors who donated their time 
to Read to a Child’s Read Aloud 
Mentoring Program in FY20.

11%
In-kind  

Contributions

39%
Contributions — 
Corporate  
and Individuals

25%
Grant Income — 

Without Restrictions

8%
Grant Income — 

 With Restrictions 17%
Special Events 
Income, Net

15%
Fundraising

16%
Management 
and General

69%
Program Services

*
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Board of Directors
10/1/19 – 9/30/20

National
Peter Necheles* — Chair & Treasurer
Chief Legal Officer & Senior Vice 
President, Corporate Development 
Agero

Mark Tarini*† — Former Chair
Partner and Head,  
Portfolio Management
ArcLight Capital Partners

Julie Solomon — Secretary
Vice President, Deputy  
General Counsel
Pitney Bowes

Brett Barfield†
Partner
Holland & Knight

Ruth Bramson*†
Retired Chief Executive Officer
Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts

David Brewer (Rear Admiral Retired)
President & CEO
The Brewer Leadership Group, LLC
Superintendent of Los Angeles 
Unified School District, Retired

Brett Carroll
Partner
Holland & Knight

Desiree Ivey†
Executive Director of  
Teacher Training
Shady Hill School

Paul Lamoureux*
Chief Executive Officer
Read to a Child

Board of Advisors
10/1/19 – 9/30/20

Greater Boston
Jason DeMarzo* — Chair
Northwestern Mutual

Katharine Beattie
Foley & Lardner LLP

Lee Bertram*†
Eaton Vance

Richard Cooper*
RSM

Gavin Danaher*
ArcLight Capital Partners

Dorree Gurdak
Chameleon Collective

   * Has participated as a volunteer reading mentor 
  †Board Membership for part of FY20

Amanda Hamilton
Deloitte

Keith Masterson
State Street

Phil Messina*
ArcLight Capital Partners

Mark J. Minichiello*
Acadian Asset Management LLC

Doug Nelson*
Agero

Nancy Puleo*
Arent Fox

Jennifer Roffi*
Cabot Corporation

Jeff Stone
Retired CEO

Vicki Newberry Sullivan*
BNY Mellon

Mark Tarini*
ArcLight Capital Partners

Robyn Tice*†
Eaton Vance

Metro Detroit
Dave Walker* — Chair
Level One Bank

Kristin Schleicher — Vice Chair
Ernst & Young LLP

Jennifer Goodman* — Secretary
Bank of America

Donna Bank-Holglen†
Microsoft

Jonathan Berg
Bodman Law PLC

Garyn Davis†
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Krishna Deepthi Achutuni†
Faurecia Interior Systems

Chanel Hampton
Strategic Community Partners

Sean Johnson*†
Microsoft

Sequia Peterson
UAW Retiree Medical Benefits Trust

Donna Satterfield
IBM Global Business Services

Michele Thompson*†
Refinitiv

Rhonda Welsh†
Central Michigan University

Greater Hartford
Richard J. Wasserman* — Chair
Day Pitney LLP

Holly Lerose* — Vice Chair
Travelers

Gregory Boyd*
Protiviti

John F. Byrnes*
Assured Partners

Andrea Ezerins*
HSB

Christine Ford*†
McKesson

James P. Romano
MEMIC

Ellen Stoltz
Improve Your Schools

Daisy Torres
Hartford Public Schools

David Urbanik*
Halloran & Sage LLP

Marilyn T. West*
Travelers

Greater Los Angeles
Eva Davis* — Chair
Winston & Strawn LLP

Greg Barnes* 
Lockton Companies

Jane Lee Cole
Lawyer & Philanthropist

David Cormack*
Ernst & Young LLP

Luke Guerra*
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Joanna Hu
PwC

Adriene Plescia Lynch*
Alston & Bird LLP

Bailey Masullo
Capital Group

John Sigmon* 
Capital Group

Ellen Yang 
Penske Motor Group LLC

Chris Burt* — Advisor
Capital Group

Genevieve Kelly* — Advisor
Panera Bread

Steve Stiglitz — Advisor
Freedman & Taitelman LLP

(continued on next page)
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Donors FY20  
for the fiscal year ending 9/30/20

CORPORATE DONORS

* Provides Volunteer Readers

$50,000+ 
ArcLight Capital Partners*
Man Group*
Pitney Bowes
TJX*
Travelers*

$49,999–$25,000
Assurant*
Eaton Vance*
Liberty Mutual
PwC Foundation*

$24,999–$10,000
Agero*
BJ’s*
Bloomberg*
BNY Mellon*
Capital Group*
Dell EMC*
Eastern Bank*
Lockton Companies Inc.
TCF Bank 
Winston & Strawn LLP*

Greater Miami
Debbie Platt* — Chair
Assurant

Jane Marie Russell*  
— Former Chair
Ole Distribution, LLC

Heather Woods* — Secretary 
Rennert Vogel Mandler & Rodriguez

Adam Cervera*
Becker

Regina Fuertes*
Select Properties of America

Ivette Gomez*
Assurant

Kelechi Ogenkwu*
US District Court

Alec Puig*
Holland & Knight

Ian Ross*
Stumphauzer Foslid Sloman  
Ross & Kolaya, PLLC

Jason Sternberg*†
Hogan Lovells US LLP

BOARD OF ADVISORS 
(Continued)
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$9,999–$5,000
Alston & Bird LLP*
Bose Corporation*
Boston Scientific*
Delaware Life*
Ernst & Young LLP*
Hartford Steam Boiler*
Holland & Knight*
Integrity Services
MilliporeSigma*
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,  

Glovsky & Popeo
Mutual One Charitable Foundation
Rockland Trust*
RSM*
Sanofi Genzyme*
Wayfair*

$4,999–$2,500
Arent Fox LLP*
ButcherBox*
Central Michigan University
Commonwealth Cares Fund*
DDJ Capital Management LLC*
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Everett Citizens Foundation
EverQuote*
Farmington Bank  

Community Foundation
MIT*
New York Life*
Partners Healthcare*
People’s United  

Community Foundation
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
St. Mary’s Credit Union*
Sun Life Financial*
Tufts Health Plan*

$2,499–$1,000
Family Auto Mart
Halloran & Sage*
Springs Window Fashions
State Street Foundation*
The Hartford Financial  

Services Group

FOUNDATION DONORS
$49,999–$25,000 
The Boston Foundation
United Way for  

Southeastern Michigan*

CORPORATE DONORS (Continued)

$24,999–$10,000 
Beatrice Fox Auerbach  

Foundation Fund
Los Angeles Dodgers  

Foundation
The Kirk Foundation

$9,999–$5,000
DCU For Kids
Dornam Foundation
Edward A. and Ai O. Shay  

Family Foundation
Ellen Abbott Gilman Trust
Ensworth Charitable Foundation
Ezra M. Cutting Trust, Bank  

of America N.A., Trustee
Joseph E. Beauchamp  

Charitable Trust
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc
The Winnick Family Foundation

$4,999–$2,500
Henry E. Niles Foundation, Inc.
William P. Anderson Foundation

$2,499–$1,000 
Jimmie Johnson Foundation
Reach Out for Schools
The Stocker Foundation

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Caldecott Circle
$49,999–$25,000
Mark and Jeri Tarini*†

Caldecott Circle
$24,999–$10,000 
Gregg Barnes†
Julie Solomon†

Seuss Circle
$9,999–$5,000
Eva and Richard Davis*†
Kimberly Myers Hewlett
Denise Nicoli-Roche
Candy and Jeff Stone†
Cindy and Richard Wasserman*†

Seuss Circle
$4,999–$2,500
The Flanagan Family
Pam Borgeson
Dave and Jane Cole†

Gavin and Kristen Danaher*†
Jason and Abigail DeMarzo†
John and Mary Heveran
Derek and Julia Lisinski
Mark Mallon*
Philip Messina†
Erin and Mark Minichiello*†
Vicki Newberry Sullivan*†
Steve Parker
Douglas Taylor*

Seuss Circle
$2,499–$1,000
Heather Arone
Kate and Michael Beattie†
Brendan Bradley
David Brewer†
John and Marla Byrnes*†
Richard and Courtney Cooper*†
David Cormack*†
Lori and Peter Cote*
Susan and Robert DeMarzo
Julie and Tim DiNicola*
Regina Fuertes†
Antreas Ghazarossian
Reza Hakimian
Amanda Hamilton†
Ruth Heespelink
Enrique Huerta
Jane Hurt
Desiree Ivey†
Elizabeth Jolley
Gloria Jolley and Scott Johnson†
Genevieve Kelly†
Lauren and Paul Lamoureux*†
Susan Low*
Adriene and Liam Lynch*†
Keith and Elena Masterson†
Peter Necheles and  

Marlissa Briggett*†
Nancy Puleo*†
Beth and Dean Putnam*
Lillian Santangelo*
Kristin Schleicher†
Steven G. Shapiro
Richard Slifka
Beth and Thomas Sorbo
Matthew Steele
Marnie and Steve Stiglitz†
Ellen Stoltz†
Bruce and Marianne Thompson
Marilyn West*†
Robert Zeraschi

*Volunteer Reader
†Volunteer Board Member9 Read to a Child Annual Report 2020



Thank You Jack 
Design for designing 
our Annual Report 
since 2013!

$999–$500
Jonathan Berg†
Lee and Kelsey Bertram*†
Ruth and Shelly Bramson†
Dan Buker
Brett Carroll†
Charmaine Catania
Tiffany Cayarga*
Michael Croke
Christopher Cullinan
David and Kristina Daglio
Eileen and Neil Danaher
Kathleen and Scott Dias
Kevin Dillon
Elizabeth Doughty
Andrea Ezerins*†
Edward Faneuil
John Freese
Bryan Gartenberg
Jeff Green*
Dorree Gurdak†
Joanna Hu†
Deborah and Edmund Kenealy
Mark Kiefer
Dennis Leary
Holly Lyne
Kathleen and William McVicar
Michael and Therese Miles
Alex Montague

We do our best to list all corporate,  
foundation, individual and in-kind  
donors accurately. If you are not  
listed correctly, please let us know  
so we may amend any errors for  
the future.

“This has been a challenging time for all but particularly our kids. The silver lining is to see  
the creativity of teachers and students as they strive to keep the connection of education alive and well.  

Read to a Child allows me to be part of that creativity.” — volunteer, sandra allen

Marie and Stuart Nagode
Douglas and Allison Nelson
Peter Noll
David Pace*
Daniel Passage
John Pierce
Reese Rickards
Cory and Erin Sinclair†
Lisa Spear
Kristin Stadelmann
Javier Torres
Dave and Fran Urbanik*†
Felice Wachtel Diercks
Elizabeth and David Walker*†
Tom Madden and Mary Woicik

MAJOR 
IN-KIND DONORS
Bedrock Detroit
BNY Mellon
Boston Bruins Foundation
Cake Gypsy
Candy O’Terry
Cape Air
Christopher Cuozzo
CTP
Dell EMC
Douglas Emmett Management, LLC
East Coast Seafood, LLC

Golf Club of Avon
Holland & Knight
Jack Design
JetBlue
John Hancock
John Motley
Mary Pope Osborne’s Classroom 

Adventures Program
Nantucket Island Resorts
Robert Castagna Photography
Sasche Construction
The Bees Knees
Winston & Strawn
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www.readtoachild.org 

https://readtoachild.org

